Dentistry among the Ancients.
compilation from the most celebrated ancient writers on medicine. The translation and accompanying commentary, constitutes one of the publications of the Sydenham Society. It will be seen from this, that dentistry has progressed during the last eleven hundred years, as an art, at least quite as rapidly as any of the other specialties of medicine. Indeed, [Jan'y, dentistry has won the position it at present occupies as a branch of the curative art within the last half century. But meohanical dentistry properly speaking, owes the perfection to which it has attained, to the ingenuity of dentists of the last thirty or forty years, as does also the operation of filling teeth, and that there ever should have been a time since the commencement of the practice even of general medicine by intelligent men, when so much ignorance existed with regard to the treatment of the diseases of the mouth as is exhibited in the following extract, is really wonderful.
With the publication of the first edition of Fauchard's celebrated treatise on the diseases of the teeth, "Le Chirurgien Dentiste," in 1728, may be said to have commenced the French school of dental surgery, but in a practical point of view, dentistry made but little progress in this country during the eighteenth century.. In England, it may be said to have commenced with the publication of the works of Berdmore and John Hunter, but even here, practical dentistry made but little advancement until after the commencement of the present century. Since then it has been astonishingly rapid. But Galen. [.Paulus JEgineta, sec. xxvi, book iii.
